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PROJECT GECKO

Here are some fast facts about
Project Gecko that you and
your students can use to help
complete the enclosed activities
or to generate names for the

contest.

THE DISCOVERY
A new species of gecko was
discovered on the Isle of New

Caledonia, located in the
middle of the South Pacific.

The gecko was discovered by
Dr. Aaron Bauer, a Professor of

Biology at Villanova University.

FEATURES OF THE GECKO
The gecko belongs to the
Bavayia genus. Bavayia con-
tains 12 species of moderately
small to medium-sized lizards
restricted to New Caledonia

and the Loyalty Islands.

The genus can easily be distin-
guished from other geckos by
the shape of its digits and the
length of its tail.

It has moderately long digits
with expanded pads. The tail is
also moderately long and is

covered with numerous scales.

It is nocturnal with brown

and cream colored skin.

It forages on vegeta-
tion and spends most
days under rocks on
the forest floor or

in rock crevices.
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He discovered a new species of Gecko (10 letters) * What a gecko will eat for breakfast (7 letters) * Type of climate
where Geckos are found (10 letters) * Maker of reptile products (5 letters) * Reptile body temperature type (11 letters)
* Island where gecko discovery was made (12 letters) * Genus name of new gecko (7 letfters) ¢ A gecko is classified by
species and this (5 letters) * This type of reptile is almost always diurnal (6 letters) ¢ A small to medium-sized
lizard (5 letters) * Some reptiles have sharp ones (5 letters) * Snakes, turtles and lizards are examples (8 letters)
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